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Opinion No. 235

December 30, 1382

Senator Tom Vickers
Member of the Legislature
State Capitol Building
—incoln, Nebraska &8509
Dear Senator:

This is in reply to your inguiry concerning proposed
amendments to the Weed Evadication and Contraol Ack.

Specifically you have asked how far a local administra—
tive agency, such as a weed control authority, may go in as-
sessment and collection of fines.

From our examinaticn of your proposed amendments, your
intent appears to be to make the failure to control  poxicus
weeds a continuing misdemeancor, subject to a fine of up to
$#30.00 per day. This provision for a penalty appears to  be
ot withstanding, and in addition to, the penalty provided
in & 2-3&3.

In answer to your specific question, we are not  aware
of any authority for an administrative agency to assess and
collect fines for the viclation of provision of our  laws.
When a viclation of provisions of cur statutes occcur, it is
the responsibility of the county attorneys to  intitate a
complaint and only the courts have authority to impose fines
and penalties, as provided by law.

Very truly yours,

FAUL L. DOUGLAS

Attorney General

Bernard L. Fackett
fpssistant Attorney General
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